
               The Child
           Gender            Personality
      Innate abilities      Race/culture
          Physical & mental health
          Academic & social skills

Informal Supports
(parents, siblings, extended family, neighbors)

Community
(Schools, faith communities, community groups & agencies)

Policy (local, state, national, international)

Society/Culture

                       Family Situation
                  *Are parents or guardians
        physically and/or emotionally
      present in the child’s life?

            *Is there sufficient household income
            to meet basic needs?
  *Is the physical environment stable, safe and comfortable?
*Is the emotional environment supportive or stressful?
*Do children have a place to study?

                          Extended Family
                        *Does the child have relation-
                          ships with other caring adults?
                        *Are there neighbors/adults friends who
                          are or can be mentors/friends for the child?
                     *Are grandparents involved in the child’s  life?

Schools
                       *Are schools
                 culturally aware
             and sensitive?
        *Is there a safe,
  orderly and welcoming
climate in the school?

                *Are there high expectations
               and sources of support for all
               students?
            *Does school encourage involve-
            ment of parents in and out of
             school?
            *Does the school recognize the
              individual learning needs of the child?
             *Does the school (or district) encourage (and pay
                 for and reward) professional development for teachers?
                *Are community volunteers used to enhance the child’s learning?

Child Care
  *Is quality child
      care accessible
           and affordable?

Communities in general
   *Is learning valued and encouraged in the community?
        *Does the community provide opportunities for youth to be involved in learning?
                  * Does the community offer opportunities for youth to take leadership?
                       *Does the community feel safe to its residents?
                               *Is there adequate police protection?
                                      *Are there quality, accessible out of school time opportunities?
                                               *Does the community offer parent education opportunities?

*Does public
Policy
recognize
a holistic
approach to
learning?

  *Do policies
   recognize the need
      to involve families?

          *Is policy representa-
               tive of constituency?

                               *Does public policy
                                       adequately fund early
                                            childhood experiences?

*Does public policy
       adequately fund out of
            school time opportunities?

•Does public policy reflect an
understanding of quality
school experience and
adequately fund them?

            *Does public
             policy provide
                for and fund
                 professional
                 development
              for teachers and
          child care providers?

     *Does public policy
  place poverty reduc-
 tion as a high priority?

          *Do worksite policies
      allow, encourage and pay
for  parents to be involved
in schools and children’s
                     learning?

                    *Are there quality early
                        childhood experiences
                  available in the community?
                   *Do child care providers in
                  the community understand
               their role in children’s learning
             and development?

Service Agencies
*Do human service agencies take a holistic/ecological approach when they
                                                           work with children and families?
                          *Do service agencies involve families as partners?
                     *Are there physical AND mental health screening,
          opportunities, and services available for all children?
    *Do service agencies provide parent education/
                                          skill development?

Media
*Does the
   media
    accurately
     represent cul-
        tures in the
            community?
            *Who controls the
                content of and access
                      to media?
                         *Is information
                             accessible to all learners?
                                     * Is the media aware of its
                                            influence on children’s
                                                achievement?

Culture
    *Does the “culture” of various ethnic backgrounds
                   support parental involvement in schools?
                            *Do individual cultural/ethnic backgrounds value
                                                learning by both boys and girls?

                                                                                            Faith Communities
                                              *Do faith communities support public education?
                                   *Do faith communities value education for all children?
                            *Do faith communities provide learning opportunities for
                                              kids, parents and kids and parents together?
          *Do faith communities value learning equally for boys and girls?

                                                                  *Does society
                                                                value education/
                                                              learning for all
                                                                children?

                                                 *Does society sup-
                                               port activities that
                                      undermine learning?
                                 (such as violent media).

                   *Is society as a whole
        working  to address issues of
class and race disparities in
    opportunities to learn?

                                            *Does society as a whole understand
                                       the  “culture” of poverty and consider
                              eradicating or reducing it important?

                        *Does society value youth?
*Does society value early childhood learning experiences?

*Does society understand the concepts of prevention and
  return on investment?
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* Do the parent/s have a positive, healthy relationship whether
   they are together or apart?
* Do parent/s have good parenting skills? Do they have access (time,
  financial resources and availability) to parenting classes?
* Do parent/s talk and read to children routinely?
        * Do parent/s expect their child to succeed, and are their
              expectations reasonable?
                * Do parent/s provide children opportunities for learning?
                        * Do parent/s teach children social skills?
                               * Do parent/s model learning?

* Do parent/s have a warm, nurturing relationship with the child?
* Do parent/s understand the child’s individual learning needs?
* Is there regular, structured routine in the home?
* Do parent/s provide proper nutrition/health care?
* Do single parents have support of friends and/or family?
* Are parent/s actively involved in child’s school or child care?
* Are parent/s actively involved in the community?
* Do parent/s teach an appreciation of their own culture/
   heritage, as well as that of others?

Parents/Parenting

*Does public policy fund optimal
student teacher ratios for schools?


